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The subject of this research includes design principles through which the integration of 
interior and exterior can be achieved. The principles are grouped according to the role they 
play in achieving the relationship between outer and inner space. Two directions of possible 
interactions are considered: a) the influence of the interior on the exterior and b) the influ-
ence of the exterior on the interior.

The structure of design principles is conceived by applying the deductive method and 
is derived from the basic motives that most often cause interactions between the interi-
or space and the environment. The analysis of characteristic motives, which are mainly a 
consequence of the extroverted or introverted nature of the user, the desire for intimacy 
or presenting material status, etc., formulates design principles that provide an answer to 
the needs for integration of interior and exterior. The principles are clearly presented using 
characteristic examples of modern concepts of spatial organization and interior design. 

The main goal of the research is to determine a methodical structure of creative princi-
ples, which enable the integration of interior and exterior, and supporting that relation at 
the same time, but also to check the stance that the architect’s shaping of the user’s desire 
to perceive the immediate environment is sufficient for the basic connection of external 
and internal space. In addition, it is important to emphasize that for higher levels of the 
mentioned integration, it is necessary for the user to see, but also to be seen, i.e. that there 
is a mutual interest in the interaction of both the user of the interior space and the observer 
who experiences the interior from the environment.

The results of the research indicate, first of all, the existence of a larger number of creative 
principles by means of which it is possible to connect the interior space with the immediate 
environment. On the other hand, the paper states a close cause-and-effect relationship of 
motives, which arise from the specific users’ needs and the architect’s competence to rec-
ognize the wishes of users and articulate them in a contextual visual expression. 
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